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IMPORTANT MEETING DATES:

The General Member’s Meeting for May will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 24th at the Monroe Training Center. 

May’s Executive Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, May  4th at 6:30 p.m. in the new Sheriff’s Administration Building. E.N. : May, June and July’s Executive meetings have been changed to the first Thursday of the month due to scheduling conflicts.

June’s General Member’s Meeting will be a fly-in dinner at Harris Ranch on Wednesday, June 28th at 7:00 p.m. See the enclosed column for further details.

June’s Executive Board Meeting will be held on Thursday June 1st at 6:30 p.m. at the Monroe Training Center.

July’s meetings are as follows:

Executive Board meeting will be held on Thursday, July 6th at 6:30 p.m. in the new Sheriff’s Administration Building. The General Member’s Meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 26th at 7:30 p.m. in the Monroe Training Center. 

Mark your calendars for this year’s Great American Fly-In to be held on Saturday, May 6thth and Sunday May 7th. .  See the enclosed column for further details.

The third annual Golden West EAA Regional Fly-In will be held September 8-10 at Sacramento Executive Airport.  As this date approaches, we will  be circulating a sign up sheet
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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Greetings!

I would first like to congratulate all of the members for the great increase in the general participation level of our organization.  The general membership meeting is usually at maximum capacity for the room and there just seems to be a lot more positive energy devoted to various functions and projects of the Aero Squadron.  In addition, our flying has been at an all time high (no pun intended.)  It’s amazing to me that for years we struggled to fly a total of 200 hours for the year.  Last year, of course, we did an excess of 360 hours and had set our goal for at least 400 hours this year.  Not withstanding a lot of days that weather prevented us from flying, by the end of February and the first part of March, our fly time was such that if the same regiment was followed for the duration of the year, we would exceed 600 hours. Now, however, April is not over and we have already passed the 200 hour mark and it seems there is a good possibility that we will exceed 800 hours this year.  Those of you who have been in the Aero Squadron for more than three years, can attest to the fact that this is totally unbelievable and incomprehensible.  Three or four years ago if you had proposed or suggested flying 600-800 a year, you would have been grounded as obviously being 5150.  Again I want to congratulate and acknowledge all of those who have been putting in the flight hours.  You are making a big difference and our presence and utilization is becoming more pronounced.

Our presence and contributions were especially noted on 4-21-00 at a approximately 0930 hours when the Sheriff was looking for a rapist in the Dunnigan area.  Our pilot, Jim Divine and observer, Joaquin Torres, were instrumental in the capture of the suspect because they are the ones who spotted him and directed the deputies to his location.  One deputy advised Sergeant Monroe that they could not have located the suspect without the Aero Squadron’s assistance.  A special hats off to Divine and Torres.  

As many of you by now know, there has been a change in liaison officer for the Aero Squadron.  Our new liaison officer is Dale Johnson.  We welcome him and look forward to working with him for the continued success of the Aero Squadron.  At the same time, we bid a fond farewell to Sgt. Jeff Monroe.  Sgt. Monroe did an excellent job as our liaison officer and he will be missed.  We wish Sgt. Monroe the best of luck in his future endeavors.

I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank the members of our current Executive Board.  In my humble opinion, this is undoubtedly the best Executive Board I have worked with in the Aero Squadron.  In that regard, the job descriptions have been more thoroughly defined and each member is doing the job consistent with the position he/she holds.  The benefit of this, of course, is that the organization runs better, smoother, and is not left to just one or two individuals to get the job done.

For those of you who do not have e-mail, please be advised that all of the uniforms are in and you can make arrangements to go to Sacramento Uniforms to try on your uniform and have it fitted accordingly.

[image: image5.wmf]Please be advised that effective May 15, 2000, the new uniform must be worn by all members except those who have just recently joined and have their uniform on order.  We have also authorized black shorts and black shirts consistent with the Sheriff’s uniform specifications.  Actually, you now have an option of four different varieties of uniform:

1. Standard winter flight suit

2. Standard summer flight suit (only if already ordered and received)
3. Black shorts and shirt
4. Long black trousers and black shirt.
Sacramento Uniforms have all of the schematics of approved Aero Squadron uniforms.  Our contact at Sacramento Uniforms is John Gorman.

Remember, that as part of the uniform, you must wear black shoes or boots and black socks.  That doesn’t mean white sweat socks, and it doesn’t mean tennis shoes.  It means approved shoes. Again, you can check with John Gorman at Sacramento Uniforms and if you still have questions, call me.  I would certainly suggest that you call before you buy if there is any question.  If anybody shows up to an Aero Squadron function without the proper uniform, they will be asked to leave.  I can’t impress upon you enough, that Sheriff Prieto has mandated that there be consistency in the uniforms.

At the May general member’s meeting, we will have a swearing in ceremony for James Morris, Randy Price, Lucy Sakakihara, and two or three others, depending on timely receipt of approval from the Sheriff’s office and approval from the Executive Board.

OPERATION OFFICER’S REPORT

The normal cycle of valley heat has arrived.  This impacts our flight situation in a number of ways.  As seasoned pilots, we immediately think of aircraft performance in terms of the effects of density altitude, but there are other effects to consider.  Our immediate attention should be directed to the seatbelts, including the shoulder harness.  We are constantly subjected to thermal activity as we fly around the valley at low altitudes.  Turbulence can be from moderate to severe on a hot afternoon.  If you fly without benefit of these restraints, you could be in for a fairly discomforting ride.  Hitting your head on the roof or against the side window is not a joyful thing.  You should also avoid the vertical dust devils as they can play havoc with straight and level flight.  Most importantly, these can come about without warning.  

We also need to be aware of the wind currents coming through the Capay Valley and down the mountain slopes. 

We must also be constantly aware of dehydration – so you should carry plenty of water and if you want, even put a mister, or small ice chests with cold, damp towels  on board so you can cool off.

The gas pump at Watts-Woodland is operational again and a refund will be due since the pump was in error.  A letter was sent out to the users from Watts-Woodland personnel.  The ELT was replaced and is now compliant for another two years.  The taxi light was also replaced. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S THOUGTS 

We currently have 51 members of the Aero Squadron, with three prospective members completing their final phase of the application process.  I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our newest members onboard and congratulate them on their new membership status.  Please join me in welcoming Maria Divine, James Morris, Lucy Sakakihara, and Randy Price.  If you know someone who would like to become a member of the Aero Squadron, please bring him/her to one of our meetings or contact me directly.

As Commander Lawson mentioned, at our May General Member’s meeting we will have a swearing-in ceremony for our latest inductees.  This will be the first of a more formalized presentation that will now be standard for swearing in our new members.

For the past few months I have been reviewing our membership files and have been updating, creating and cleaning up our records.  One item that needs to be updated is in reference to our pilot’s currency.  I need to obtain from each of our pilots the following documents: 

1. Copy of flight review.

2. Current medical certificate.
3. Log book/flight review.
[image: image6.wmf]Please mail me the above stated documents or see me at the next meeting.  These documents are not only important in keeping our records current, but are mandatory for our insurance policy.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Although it may seem as if January dues were just collected, believe it or not, its time to start thinking about July dues.  I like to post these deadlines well in advance so that each member is aware of his financial obligation and the time frame therein.  I will be mailing dues statements around June 1, 2000, but would be more than happy to collect any money from anyone who is wishing to pay early.  The following members selected to pay annual dues and will not be receiving bills since their obligation for the year has been met.  

1. Charlene Aboytes

2. Jim Divine

3. Stephen Fritts

4. Joe Gnos

5. Ed Harris

6. Vern Henry

7. Gustavo Heredia

8. Rick Hunter

9. Gary Imhoff

10. Don Johnston

11. Arie Lauwers

12. Larry Lawson

13. Wendy Lawson

14. Dan Mattingly

15. Jerre McClelland

16. Erin McCrory

17. Gregg Monaco

18.  Carl Norton

19. George Oatis

20. Don Porter

21. Dan Schmidt

22. Steven Syrett

23. Joaquin Torres

24. Steve Boschken

25. Don Turner

26. Barry Williams

Dues can be sent to:

Wendy Lawson, Treasurer

Please make checks out to YOLO COUNTY SHERIFF’S AERO SQUADRON.




DIRT FROM THE HANGAR

Thanks to all who have been participating in hangar duty.  A couple of items we need to address are as follows.  For starters, I have made a new hangar duty check sheet and these forms should be followed and filled out when completing hangar duty.  The forms will not only assist you as to the duties required, but will also assist me in finding out what items need to be restocked and when the plane was last washed, etc.  Please leave the form in the hangar and I will pick it up at the end of the month (if you would prefer to call me when the form is completed, that would be fine, as well.)

Please remember that the airplane must be washed each and every month.  If you and your monthly partner have divided up the month (i.e. – one of you works on the hangar the first two weeks, while the other works on the hangar the following two weeks) you might want to coordinate with him/her as to when and how the plane will be washed.  When first attending to your month on hangar duty, you might want to look at the plane to determine when during the month would be the best time to clean it.  For example, if you are starting your monthly duty and notice that the plane was just washed, you might want to wait until the end of the month to clean it.

[image: image7.wmf]The other item that continually tends to be a problem is the hangar doors.  The doors can easily be thrown off their track if you force them!  Please note that although heavy, the doors should move back and forth smoothly.  If they are not – this is a sign that there are probably rocks in the track – DO NOT FORCE THE DOORS OPEN AND SHUT! Instead of using brute force to tame the doors into submission, why not try cleaning the track? You will find that by doing this, the doors will return to running smoothly.  If you find that the track is clean, but the doors are extremely heavy- once again, this is a sign that something is amiss.  Most likely (and this happened this past month) the doors are off the track and you are pulling them along the cement.  Look down and see if the doors are off the track and if so – place the doors back on the track.  This stuff isn’t rocket science, we just need to be aware of what we are doing. 

Since taking over as hangar chairman, I have come up with some new ideas and improvements.  If you have any ideas that you would like to see implemented, please don’t hesitate to give me your suggestions.

On a final note, we still need members to sign up for hangar duty for the following months:

August

September

October

December

If you have not signed up for hangar duty this year (and we know who you are) please contact me before we are forced to assign the month’s duty to someone.

Current Hangar Duty Schedule:

May: Brian and Rick Hunter

June:  Gary Imhoff and Richard Rorke

July: Vern Henry and George Oatis

November: Wendy and Larry Lawson

GREAT AMERICAN FLY-IN

The Great American Fly-in is the first air show that we will be attending this year and promises to be a big turn out.  For those of you who are new to the Aero Squadron and are not familiar with these air shows, we have a static display wherein the public comes by, views the plane, and asks questions about the Aero Squadron and what our mission is, etc.  We hand out honorary sticker badges along with coloring books to the kids, and provide miscellaneous hand outs to the adults regarding drug abuse and other safety/educational materials. You also might encounter people who might be interested in membership – we will have applications available, please give them one and they can mail it into us along with the required application fee.  A couple of things to remember:

1. We represent the Sheriff’s Department – please act accordingly.

2. Once you have signed up for a time slot – that becomes your shift.  If you cannot make it due to emergency, you are responsible for finding another Aero Squadron member to cover your shift.

3. You must be in uniform to work the display (Lucy Sakakihara and Randy Price are the only exceptions to this for now, due to their new membership status.)

4. Under no circumstances should there be any non-members working the booth (no family, friends, etc.)

Please note that for all members who work the show, there will be a free barbecue on the evening of May 6, 2000.  The following is the schedule, thus far.

Saturday – May 6th
9:00- 11:00 a.m.

Gustavo Heredia

Vern Henry

Desmond Azzopardi

11:00-1:00

Nancy Ginesi

Don Turner

1:00-3:00

Joaquin Torres

Charlene Aboytes

3:00-5:00
Wendy Lawson

Larry Lawson

Sunday – May 7th
9:00-11:00

11:00-1:00

Vern Henry

Randy Price

1:00-3:00

3:00-4:00

Desmond Azzopardi – to return display

Please note that we really need to have all of these time slots covered - do your part to attend.  Currently we have 11 members participating – we need to be having between 50-75% of the membership pulling its weight or we will no longer be able to attend future air shows.  Please contact Commander Lawson to schedule your time slot at 916-782-4561.

HARRIS RANCH FLY-IN DINNER

Each year we try to pick a month wherein we fly to a selected destination for dinner in lieu of that month’s general member’s meeting.  During April’s membership meeting, the group voted for a fly-in dinner to be held on June 28, 2000 at Harris Ranch at 7:00 p.m.  The following pilots have agreed to provide transportation and should be contacted immediately in order to reserve a spot:

1. Larry Lawson 

2. Don Porter 

3. Steve Boschken 

4. Jonathan Bar-or 3

5. Jerre McClelland 

6. Vern Henry 

7. Don Johnston 

8. Erin McCrory 

9. Joaquin Torres 

10. Jim Divine (1V1) if needed
If you are a pilot, have access to a plane on June 28th, and would like to provide transportation to and from Harris Ranch, please contact Larry Lawson.

[image: image8.wmf][image: image9.wmf]If you are planning to attend the dinner (guests may be included), please contact Wendy and Larry Lawson by May 31.  We are looking for definite responses.  If you aren’t sure if you will be attending, please do not contact us.  It is important that we give Harris Ranch a definite number.

2000 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
Commander:
Larry Lawson

Executive Officer:

Christian Ott

Operations Officer:

Jim Divine

Treasurer:

Wendy Lawson

Secretary:

Ted Narasaki

2000 COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

Contributions Chairman

Gustavo Heredia

Hangar Duty Chairman

Erin McCrory

Is there something you would like to see in your

Newsletter?  If so, contact Wendy Lawson at Wenlaw@inreach.com

April 2000
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