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IMPORTANT MEETING DATES:

The General Member’s Meeting for March will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 22nd at the Monroe Training Center. 

April’s Executive Board Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 4th at 6:30 p.m. in the new Sheriff’s Administration Building.

April’s General Member’s Meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 26th at 7:30 p.m. at the Monroe Training Center.

May’s meetings are as follows:

Executive Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 2nd at 6:30 p.m. in the new Sheriff’s Administration Building. The General Member’s Meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 24th at 7:30 p.m. in the Monroe Training Center. 

Mark your calendars for this year’s Great American Fly-In to be held on Saturday, May 6thth and Sunday May 7th from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at Woodland-Watts.  One Victor One will be on display and a sign up sheet will be circulated at the next General Member’s Meeting.  The sponsors of this event have invited all of our participating members to take part in a barbecue on the evening of May 6, 2000.

The third annual Golden West EAA Regional Fly-In will be held September 8-10 at Sacramento Executive Airport.  As this date approaches, we will also be circulating a sign up sheet


[image: image2.wmf]
COMMANDER’S CORNER

Greetings!

First, I’d like to thank everybody who donated their time and efforts in making the Almond Festival a huge success.  We had 21 members in attendance, flew a total of 7 hours, and utilized a total of three planes.  This has to be an all time record of participation at the Almond Festival.  A special thanks to Jim Divine, Gustavo Heredia, Joe Gnos, and Jerry Cooper.

UNIFORMS: Please do not call Sacramento Uniforms about the status of your order.  According to the manufacture, they will be shipped April 1 and should be ready for alterations/pick-up, etc. during that week.  I have been assured by John Gorman that I will be the first to be notified the second they come through the door.  The delay is not the fault of Sacramento Uniforms, but rather, the manufacturer.  John Gorman had a heart to heart talk with them the other day and told them of the urgency.

At the meeting this week, we will be reviewing flying issues in general, use of the intercom, the budget, and related issues.

MEMBERSHIP: I’d like to take this opportunity to request that all members familiarize themselves with the Bylaws, especially the area regarding membership: Article III, Section 2.  Somehow the thought has developed that once a prospect/guest has attended three meetings, he/she is instantly a member.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  The three meeting/event requirement is an absolute minimum time frame to become a member.  There are still several other steps that must be completed including approval by the majority vote of the Executive Board.  This process can actually take longer than three months because once an application has been delivered to the Sheriff’s office, it is out of our control as to the time for completion, and priority status.  Quite frankly, there are occasions when the process can be out of the Sheriff’s control, such as when we are waiting for background checks from other government agencies.  

When we have new applicants, I believe it is important to impress upon them that the three meeting/event requirement is an absolute minimum and that it is not automatic that they are members after completing three meetings/events.

FLYING: In a similar manner, there has arisen some confusion as to pilot minimums to be pilot in command and fly the aircraft.  The insurance and the Standard Operating Procedures require that a pilot have as a minimum 200 total hours plus 10 hours in make/model.  

You are not allowed to fly the aircraft to achieve your 200 hour minimum.  Pilots that do not have 200 hours will be expected to acquire that time through another source.  Until you have 200 hours total and 10 hours in make/model, you are an observer.  Clearly if you fly with one of our instructors and assuming that the instructor is willing, you can write that time off as “dual” towards your 200 hours. Somehow the message has gotten out that if you have your private license, you can fly with us for free to get your 200 hours.  Again, nothing could be further from the truth.  A pilot coming in with 80 hours would not be allowed to accumulate the additional 120 hours by flying our aircraft.

Another event that we will be attending this year will be the Golden West EAA Regional Fly-In, which will be held September 8th, 9th and 10th at Executive Airport.  Please mark your calendars accordingly and plan on attending. 

One of our newest applicants, Randy Price, has already been busy designing a website for the Aero Squadron.  You can view this at www.gocities.com/CapeCanaveral/hangar/5716.  Please view the site and we can come up with suggestions to help Randy complete his task.  We will then try to tie this in as a link to the Sheriff’s website, once approved by the Sheriff.  Thanks, Randy for all of your hard work and talent.

OPERATION OFFICERS REPORT

Congratulations to the members who supported the Aero Squadron’s involvement in the annual Almond Festival.  The entire air operation was conducted in a safe, efficient and productive manner.  A plus was the gourmet fare provided at the hangar by a variety of chefs and benefactors.  Hats off to the whole crew.

N1187M continues to accumulate a fantastic amount of flying hours even with the weather conditions encountered for the months of January and February.  This translates into an enormous amount of county territory covered by the “Eyes in the Sky.”  Enthusiasm to provide this service should also be tempered by awareness of our VFR only operating procedures, adherence to Federal Aviation Regulations and the necessity of a thorough preflight.  Mechanical parts do wear and mechanical parts do fail. Your inspection is an integral part of a safe arrival back at Oscar-Four-One.

A new part of the General Membership Meetings will be the presentation of items pertinent to the flight scenario in Yolo County. Everyone should be attending.  One item that all members should be familiar with is the refueling procedures.  For an example, are you familiar with the grounding procedure?  Do you know where the fuel emergency shut off is located?  Do you make sure that the ignition switch and master switch are in the “off” position?  Do you immobilize the aircraft by utilizing chocks and handbrake? Do you make sure that the ladder used is locked in position?  Do you prevent overfill and spillage by estimating the fuel used and adjusting the fuel dispense trigger to its lower detent position as the tank reaches its full capacity?  Our flight crews need to be alert, well trained and well-informed.  Our intentions are to make this happen. Operate safely in the air; operate safely on the ground. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT

At the last General Member’s meeting we presented this year’s annual budget.  Since that time, some members have voiced their concerns over the grim picture of a $3000 deficit.  Although we need to be careful with our spending, the budget is relatively the same as it has been for many years.  We traditionally show a deficit of about $3000 and this is due to the fact that one can only include actual costs and actual income when preparing a budget.  Contributions and other such “intangibles” can’t be factored into the calculations, although we do seem to obtain additional dollars every year.  In the past, we have never submitted the budget to the membership and when reviewing the Bylaws, we realized that in the month of February the budget should be presented to the membership.  This was done this year to keep you, the members informed, not to cause “panic amongst the masses.”  Commander Lawson will be conducting a brief presentation at the General Member’s Meeting this month to explain more fully our financial status. 

WELCOME!

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome our newest Aero Squadron members. Please join me in welcoming Steve Boschken, and Bryan Lawson. Please introduce yourself to them and make them feel at home! If you know someone who would like to become a member of the Aero Squadron please bring him/her to one of our meetings or contact Christian Ott or Commander Larry Lawson.

WELCOME BACK!

We would also like to welcome back Michael Spoerhase, one of our previous members.  Michael had to temporarily resign due to scheduling conflicts and has managed to revise his schedule to join us once again.  We are certainly glad to have him back as one of our members.




DIRT FROM THE HANGAR

The following is this year’s schedule for hangar duty.  If you haven’t signed up for a turn, not to worry! There are still spaces available.  Please contact Erin McCrory, Hangar Duty Chairman to ensure your spot!

March: Nancy Ginesi and Don Turner

April: Charlene Aboytes and Al Epstein

May: Brian Hunter and Rick Hunter

June: Gary Imhoff and Richard Rorke

July: Vern Henry and George Oatis

August: OPEN

September: OPEN

October: OPEN

November: Larry Lawson and Wendy Lawson

December: OPEN

CONGRATULATIONS!

Please join me in congratulating our own Sergeant Jeff Monroe for his recent election to the Woodland City Council.  Way to go, Jeff!  We know from experience what a positive impact you’ll bring to the City Council. 

2000 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Commander:

Larry Lawson

Executive Officer:

Christian Ott

Operations Officer:

Jim Divine

Treasurer:

Wendy Lawson

Secretary:

Ted Narasaki

March 2000
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